
Sports Governance Observer 2015 report
The legitimacy crisis in international sports governance

Dr. Arnout Geeraert
Leuven International and European Studies, KU Leuven 



Sports Governance Observer 2015 report
The legitimacy crisis in international sports governance

Dr. Arnout Geeraert
Leuven International and European Studies, KU Leuven 

How can we improve
sports governance?



The autonomy of international sports
federations

• International context

• Switzerland

• Autonomy as a sacred principle

• Sport as cultural and leisure activity



Who can hold international sports federations
to account?

• National public authorities?

• Commercial partners?

• The IOC?

• Sport fans?

• News media and journalists?

• Non-Governmental Organisations?

• The EU? The Council of Europe?



The European Union (1)



The European Union (2)

• EU law

• EU sports policy

Opportunities

 EU can steer FIFA and UEFA 

because they fear its

regulatory powers

 EU can use sports policy to

induce better governance in 

international sport

Challenges

 Mitigation of EU control by FIFA 

and UEFA

 Member states generally want to

keep sports policy at the national

level and they have diverging

views on the appropriateness of

public intervention in sport





Questions

• Can and will the EU do more?

• What can the Council of Europe do?


