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Context

• China’s pursuit of the Olympic dream 

• Pro-Tibet and media freedom protests during Olympic 

Torch Relay 2008

• 2001 Protests against China’s candidature



Framing

“To frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and 

make them more salient in a communicating text, in such 

a way as to promote a particular problem definition, 

causal interpretation, moral evaluation and/or treatment 

recommendation for the item described”

(Entman, 1993)



Methodology

• Qualitative analysis

– Discourse analysis 

– Framing analysis

– Contextual analysis

– Nvivo8 coding



Sample

• Press releases, reports and opinion pieces 

• Press conference transcripts

– Medium: online 

– Search: China AND “human rights”

– Period: July 2001 and August 2008



Sample

 July 2001 August 2008 

AI 6 4 

HRW 6 10 

BOCOG - 31 

IOC 3 20  

BIMC - 13 

 







• Difficult to find 

• Website of BOBICO was taken over in 2001 by BOCOG

• Documents available are the Beijing Bid file and secondary 

data





















Resulting Frames

• Definition (the problem)

- IOC regulations, Chinese political system, human rights 
violations/abuses, other

• Diagnosis (what causes it)

- show, social stability, emancipation, human rights, other

•Moral judgment

- Western moral superiority, Western political superiority/ Chinese 

political inferiority, Chinese people vs Chinese government, other

• Remedies suggestion

- laws, international pressure, IOC pressure, boycott, other



Advocacy groups framing functions
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Results

• Advocacy groups moved from a general to a very targeted 

communication strategy

– strong images, powerful enumerations, metaphors and 

repetitions are specific to their style, double-speak

• IOC/BOCOG have a reactionary communication strategy

– neutral, positive style focused on sport and the Olympic values and 
ideals 



• Human rights emerged as a potential debate and framing problem as 
early as 2001 

• A more strategic approach of media analysis and a more proactive
engagement in dialogue could have prevented the protests of 2008

• All parties make moral judgments 

• There is no real, active dialogue between the actors 

– They communicate through media and provide their answers via media 

Conclusions
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