A Framing Battle: Human Rights and the
Beijing Olympics

Advocacy Groups vs Olympic Officials
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Context

e China’s pursuit of the Olympic dream

e Pro-Tibet and media freedom protests during Olympic
Torch Relay 2008

e 2001 Protests against China’s candidature
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Framing

“To frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and
make them more salient in a communicating text, in such
a way as to promote a particular problem definition,
causal interpretation, moral evaluation and/or treatment
recommendation for the item described”

(Entman, 1993)
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Methodology

e (Qualitative analysis
— Discourse analysis
— Framing analysis
— Contextual analysis
— Nvivo8 coding
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Sample

e Press releases, reports and opinion pieces

e Press conference transcripts

— Medium: online
— Search: China AND “human rights”
— Period: July 2001 and August 2008
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e Difficult to find
e Website of BOBICO was taken over in 2001 by BOCOG

e Documents available are the Beijing Bid file and secondary

data
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Press releases

I0C SELECTS BEIJING AS THE HOST CITY FOR THE GAMES OF THE XXIX
OLYMPIAD IN 2008

Moscow , 13 July 2001
Programme

The I0C President announced today Beijing as the host city for the Games of the XXIX Media information

Olympiad in 2008. Beijing cbtained 56 ballots on the second round of voting. The vote -

was taken this afternoon by 10C members eligible to vote at the Session . Press conferences

M Press releases

Under regulatiens in place, five candidates cities were selected by the IOC Executive p—
Board, cut of ten applicant cities, based on the recommendations of an experts’ report. ng}" |_'£I_rft5
Ten cities were originally interested in hosting the Olympic Games in 2008: Bangkok, Broadcast

Beijing, Cairo, Havana, Istanbul, Kuala Lumpur, Osaka, Paris, Seville, and Torento.
Photo gallery

The 10C President thanked all five cities for their tremendous efforts and expressed his ' FAQ

confidence that " Beljing Games would leave a unigue legacy to China and to Sports”. ———= = .
ELECTION OF THE HOST CITY
ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT

-

MAILING LIST
Subscribe to the Olympic News Alerts

Site map | Credits | Legal statement © I0OC 2001. (_'_ Jn,, All rights reserved.

UW UNIVERSITY OF THE
) WEST of SCOTLAND A\



wwwe. olympic.org - Official website of the Olympic Movement

BELJING > ELECTION

! Search

All the past elections results since 1992
2arn more
The new two-phase host city election procedure, adepted by the 110th I0C Session In December 1955, was

used for the election of the host city for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad in 2008, The Organising Committees of the Olympic

Games (0OCOGs) erganise the Olympic Games
Following this new procecure, clties must pass an Initial selection phase guring which basic technical in coliaboration with thelr National Olympic
reguirements are examined by a team of experts and then put forward to the I0C Executive Board. The 10 Committee and the host city.
applicant citles for the Games of the XXIX Olymplad In 2008 put forward to the 10C Executive Board were: Learn more

Bangkok, Beijing, Cairo, Havana, Istanbul, Kuala Lumpur, Osaka, Parls, Seville, Teronto.

Once approved by the Executive Board, the citles become official Candidate Citles and are authorised to go - !
forward Inte the full bid process. The five Candidate Cities for 2008 accepted by the 10C Executive Board on ADDITIONAL mm““

2B August 2000 were [in the order of drawing of lots): Osaka, Parls, Toronto, Beliing, Istanbul, [ 112th 10C Sesslon Website
The full bid process includes notably the submission of a Cangidature Flle to the 10C, followed by the visit By wowwi. beliing2008.com
af the 10C Evaluation Commission to each of the Candidate Cities. The Evaluation Commission studies the

candidatures of each Candicate City, Inspects the sites and submits a written report on all candldatures to
the 10C two months before the Session which will elect the host city.

On 13 July 2001 at the 112th I0C Sessien In Moscow, Beijing was elected the Host City for the Games of
the XXX Olympiad in 2008,

112th IOC Session in Moscow, 13 July 2001: election of the host city for the XXIX Olympiad In
Beijing

Round

Beijing

Istanbul

Osaka

Paris

Toronto

El All the documents related to the election procedure for 2008

UW UNIVERSITY OF THE &
) WEST of SCOTLAND \WY  http://anaadiwordpress.com ~ ana.adi



Q65

President

I 0 ‘ : st paris G T Yo

s Torono - OLYMPIAD
FuIIE:?Egkuk CandldatEB E IJ I N 'llgummissiun d
Calru OsakaHOSTp orwar

procedure

o CHINESE = Commit “"’"’“E“ China , ful
g Istanbul EX Utlvgﬁmrmm rE!EG AM Es
Boar c I t I e s | DSGUWXXIX Evaluation

‘JUIV nternational

five Kuala Sess'on applicant election
MESSAGE

WS UNIVERSITY OF THE @ |
) WEST of SCOTLAND \WY htto//anaadiwordpresscom o ana_adi



I THE NAME OF ENSURING STABILITY
= AND HARMOKY IN THE COUNTRY DURING N
_ THE 2008 OLYMPIC GAMES, THE CHINESE
GOVERNMENT COMTINUES 70 DETAIN
'AND HARASS POLITICAL ACTIVISTS,
JOURNALISTS. LAWYERS, KND HUMAN

 RIGHTS WORKERS.
~ GET INVOLVED: WWW.AMNESTY.SK.

UNIVERSITY OF TH




Uwg UNIVERSITY OF THE 0 . ‘
) WEST of SCOTLAND A%  http://anaadi.wordpress.com ana_adi




&

(:HlI\IE._S:,E,:m.tem;,{,.r1 Comﬁmttee
OlngICf = t:_-_.:___OIgmplcs

Two

protest "= JOUrNalists’ wess

Gamessii

HUMAN smnesty==

.eme..{se" IOC i L“C“rm.:—] S

UW UNIVERSITY OF THE
) WEST of SCOTLAND




HUMAN
RIGHTS
WATCH

violanons

tore19n i,

freedom 9 AIMES ‘h ) H.
LT()XellllTantLLOmg IOC C lnese“?ﬁi”f

journalists o5~

f]tl'll :" citizens ‘ t{}t‘.."‘rl 'fﬂ' UTI'I} e I | * * «l 11](./(. 1(1 dLll*. Lk_J:
harassm "1

=C ING:-

letained

[ J
t Tntu national
-uhlll'.-l:

UW UNIVERSITY OF THE “ | |
) WEST of SCOTLAND \‘} http://anaadi wordg |



U3

I—J\tg g Z00E

QY

issue
mentivaed COUrse w ||: thir toam alrea; wal‘l deoision

hﬂuuv
“ghll’ﬁl’llynum President _“”‘"

tako t|ue:>lmn\'\ Ti=

get WI ask Weide jll"-i
day lmhy ", ceremony-s gm.
two 90ing ='world f3 iy _takon

- opening =g, I =" mII I”ﬁ'& ' '
,;;;{,1;;;'*'"“" 15T P think jy ALE GRS
= hma'“ know tickets | -\ al J o
~BELI N[ = venues Thank Javes.
] officials (uestions “l"ﬂgﬂ pl['.{-,s

torch NOW m‘]lu exetitive much ol Gomission MANY
luack

" events ' case seourity international

Hational something

Sun
one
look

UW UNIVERSITY OF THE D | ,
Y WEST of SCOTLAND A\WY  http://anaadi.wordpress.com . ana_adi



NaleX

TIME
HEALTH MOVEMENT DUALITY gpgRT opeumg ™A™

ORGANISING
wl‘l’::;uiﬁlfﬁﬁlflg JAcoues INTeRnaTionat DOPING mPnEnﬂllE WORK -
e PHESI“ENI
Tooay COMMITTEE MIIIET Wunlnrmﬂummm

ATHLETES ™ "Ghiesg veseec

T 1] HH:

“BELJING ™

UW UNIVERSITY OF THE N
Y WEST of SCOTLAND AW nttps/ansadiwordpresscom = apaadi



Resulting Frames

* Definition (the problem)
- IOC regulations, Chinese political system, human rights

violations/abuses, other

 Diagnosis (what causes it)
- show, social stability, emancipation, human rights, other

* Moral judgment

- Western moral superiority, Western political superiority/ Chinese
political inferiority, Chinese people vs Chinese government, other

* Remedies suggestion
- laws, international pressure, IOC pressure, boycott, other
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Advocacy groups framing functic
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Results

e Advocacy groups moved from a general to a very targeted
communication strategy

— strong images, powerful enumerations, metaphors and
repetitions are specific to their style, double-speak

e |OC/BOCOG have a reactionary communication strategy

— neutral, positive style focused on sport and the Olympic values and
ideals
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Conclusions

Human rights emerged as a potential debate and framing problem as
early as 2001

A more strategic approach of media analysis and a more proactive
engagement in dialogue could have prevented the protests of 2008

All parties make moral judgments

There is no real, active dialogue between the actors
— They communicate through media and provide their answers via media
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