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Australian-stagedAustralian-staged
Games Included in theGames Included in the

Thesis:Thesis:

 1956 Olympic Games1956 Olympic Games
(Melbourne)(Melbourne)

 1962 British Empire1962 British Empire
and Commonwealthand Commonwealth
Games (Perth)Games (Perth)

 1982 Commonwealth1982 Commonwealth
Games (Brisbane)Games (Brisbane)

 2000 Olympic Games2000 Olympic Games
(Sydney)(Sydney)

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, October 6, 1982, p.8



Sampling FramesSampling Frames

 November 22 - December 10, 1956 November 22 - December 10, 1956

 November 22 - December 3, 1962 November 22 - December 3, 1962

 September 30 - October 11, 1982 September 30 - October 11, 1982

 September 15 - October 2, 2000 September 15 - October 2, 2000



1956 Melbourne Olympic Games:1956 Melbourne Olympic Games:
AustraliaAustralia’’s growing self-confidences growing self-confidence

Source: National Library of Australia
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn3107016

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), November 26,1956, p.16

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), November 26, 1956, p.1

Source: The Age (Melbourne), November 27, 1956, p.11



1962 Perth Commonwealth Games:1962 Perth Commonwealth Games:
Australia leads the CommonwealthAustralia leads the Commonwealth

 AustraliaAustralia’’s confidence grew afters confidence grew after
its record result at the 1956its record result at the 1956
Olympic Games (13 gold medalsOlympic Games (13 gold medals
and third on the medal tally).and third on the medal tally).

 Expectations increased for theExpectations increased for the
1962 Commonwealth Games1962 Commonwealth Games
where Australia ultimately beatwhere Australia ultimately beat
England (38 gold medals to 29)England (38 gold medals to 29)
and finished first on the medaland finished first on the medal
tally.tally.

 AustraliaAustralia’’s s ““golden eragolden era”” in the in the
1950s and 1960s made the1950s and 1960s made the
Olympic and CommonwealthOlympic and Commonwealth
Games an important part ofGames an important part of
AustraliaAustralia’’s sporting identity.s sporting identity.

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), November 21, 1962, p.36

Source: The West Australian (Perth), November 28, 1962, p.27



1982 Brisbane Commonwealth Games:1982 Brisbane Commonwealth Games:
AustraliaAustralia’’s gold medal frenzys gold medal frenzy

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), October 4, 1982,
p.1

Source: The Courier-Mail (Brisbane), October 5, 1982, p.2

Source: The Courier-Mail (Brisbane), October 8, 1982, p.1 Source: Official Pictorial History of the
XII Commonwealth Games, 1982, p.27



2000 Sydney Olympic Games:2000 Sydney Olympic Games:
Introducing Introducing ““new Australianew Australia””

The opening ceremony of the SydneyThe opening ceremony of the Sydney
Olympic Games presented Australia asOlympic Games presented Australia as
a new, multicultural nation.a new, multicultural nation.

AustraliaAustralia’’s newspapers carried thiss newspapers carried this
theme throughout their coverage oftheme throughout their coverage of
the Games.the Games.

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, September 19, 2000, p.8

Source: Herald Sun (Melbourne), September 17, 2000, p.5



From invisible to partly recognised:From invisible to partly recognised:
Indigenous Australian athletes 1956-1962Indigenous Australian athletes 1956-1962

 No Indigenous Australian athletesNo Indigenous Australian athletes
competed at the 1956 Melbournecompeted at the 1956 Melbourne
Olympic Games.Olympic Games.

 Three Aboriginal boxers wereThree Aboriginal boxers were
included in the Australian team atincluded in the Australian team at
the 1962 Perth Commonwealththe 1962 Perth Commonwealth
Games.Games.

 Bantamweight boxer Jeff Bantamweight boxer Jeff DynevorDynevor
made headlines after winning amade headlines after winning a
gold medal in 1962.gold medal in 1962.

 However, another Aboriginal goldHowever, another Aboriginal gold
medallist in the high jump, Percymedallist in the high jump, Percy
Hobson, was not recognised as anHobson, was not recognised as an
Aboriginal athlete.Aboriginal athlete.

Source: The West Australian (Perth), December 1, 1962, p.28

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), December 1, 1962, p.48



1982 Aboriginal land rights protests: a challenge1982 Aboriginal land rights protests: a challenge
to Australiato Australia’’s policies and its role as Games hosts policies and its role as Games host

Source: The Courier-Mail (Brisbane), September 30, 
1982, p.9

Source: The West Australian (Perth), October 5,1982, p.1

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, September 30, 1982, p.9



Aboriginal athlete Cathy Freeman:Aboriginal athlete Cathy Freeman:
the face of Australia at the 2000the face of Australia at the 2000

Olympic GamesOlympic Games

Source: The Australian, September 26, 2000, p.1

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, September 26, 2000, p.1

Source: The Australian, September 27, 2000, p.34



Comparison of the newspapers’* combined allocation of
general, international and Australian-related Games items
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* The total figures are derived from a study of four newspapers covering each Games.



Countries with the greatest amount ofCountries with the greatest amount of
coverage in Australiacoverage in Australia’’s newspaperss newspapers

0181241281746913253

Iceland*Denmark*FranceRussiaNetherlandsUSAAustralia2000 Olympics

26314968485

New
Zealand

ScotlandCanadaEnglandAustralia1982
Commonwealth

285465134338

KenyaCanadaNew
Zealand

EnglandAustralia1962
Commonwealth

2772177166281771

Iceland*Denmark*Great
Britain

HungaryUSSRUSAAustralia1956 Olympics

Top 5 Countries* Covered/Total Number of ItemsGames

* Denmark and Iceland did not rank in the top 10 countries covered in 1956 or 2000, but they are included here for interest.



The The ““fallen athletefallen athlete””

Source: The Age (Melbourne), November 28, 1956, p.14

Source: The West Australian (Perth), December 1, 1962, p.1 Source: The Courier Mail (Brisbane), October 8, 1982, p.22

A recurring use of African, CaribbeanA recurring use of African, Caribbean
and South Asian athletes to illustrateand South Asian athletes to illustrate
dramatic failure and ironic victory.dramatic failure and ironic victory.



The The ““antiheroantihero”” and the and the
““disadvantageddisadvantaged””

Source: Herald Sun (Melbourne), September 28, 2000, p.20

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, September 21, 2000, p.23

Equatorial Guinean swimmer EricEquatorial Guinean swimmer Eric
MoussambaniMoussambani’’ss story fit two criteria in story fit two criteria in
AustraliaAustralia’’s unconventional reporting ofs unconventional reporting of
African, Caribbean and South Asian athletes.African, Caribbean and South Asian athletes.



The The ““exotic otherexotic other””

Source: The West Australian (Perth), November 23, 1962, p.29

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), November 30, 1956, p.1

The The ““exotic otherexotic other”” was a construct used in was a construct used in
AustraliaAustralia’’s Games reports to signifys Games reports to signify
unfamiliar nations and cultures, thereforeunfamiliar nations and cultures, therefore
creating a binary of creating a binary of ““selfself”” and  and ““otherother””, or , or ““usus””
and and ““themthem””..



The The ““entertainerentertainer””

Source: The West Australian (Perth), December 7, 1956, p.34

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), November 22, 1956, p.7



Mapping the Mapping the ““exotic otherexotic other””

 In 2000 AustraliaIn 2000 Australia’’s newspaperss newspapers
attempted to educate theirattempted to educate their
readers about readers about ““exoticexotic”” nations nations
participating in the Sydneyparticipating in the Sydney
Olympics.Olympics.

 Note the incorrect placement andNote the incorrect placement and
naming of Zaire (Democraticnaming of Zaire (Democratic
Republic of the Congo in 2000).Republic of the Congo in 2000).
The country that is directly southThe country that is directly south
of Equatorial Guinea is Gabon.of Equatorial Guinea is Gabon.

Source: Herald Sun (Melbourne), September 28, 2000, p.20



The Games in Australia:The Games in Australia:
promoting a one-eyed nation or apromoting a one-eyed nation or a

new multicultural nation?new multicultural nation?

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, October 2, 2000, p.10


