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Australian-staged
Games Included in the
Thesis:

¢ 1956 Olympic Games
(Melbourne)

¢ 1962 British Empire
and Commonwealth
Games (Perth)

¢ 1982 Commonwealth
Games (Brisbane)

¢ 2000 Olympic Games
(Sydney)



Sampling Frames

November 22 - December 10, 1956

NOVEMBER ZZ - IDECEMDE




1956 Melbourne Olympic Games:
Australia’s growing seli-confidence

Source: The Age (Melbourne), November 27, 1956, p.11

Source: National Library of Australia
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn3107016

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), November 26, 1956, p.1




1962 Perth Commonwealth Games:
Australia leads the Commonwealth

Australia’s confidence grew after
its record result at the 1956
Olympic Games (13’ goldl medals
and third on the medal tally).

Expectations increased for the

1962 Comimonwealtn J?me

vv'r ere Australia ultimately beat:
England (38 gold med,ls to 29)
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1982 Brisbane Commonwealth Games:
Australia’s, gold medall frenzy.

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), October 4, 1982,
p.1

Source: The Courier-Mail (Brisbane), October 5, 1982, p.2

Source: The Courier-Mail (Brisbane), October 8, 1982, p.1 Source: Official Pictorial History of the
XII Commonwealth Games, 1982, p




2000 Sydney Olympic Games:
Introducing

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, September 19, 2000, p.8

Source: Herald Sun (Melbourne), September 17, 2000, p.5

new Australia”

TThe openingl ceremony. of the Sydney
ympic Games presentea '
a new,, multiculturaill nation.

iS carried this
I coverage of




From invisible to partly recognised:
Indigenous Australian athletes 1956-1962

No Indigenous Australian athletes
competed at the 1956 Melbourne
Olympic Games.

lThree Aboriginal boxers were
alt

Source: The West Australian (Perth), December 1, 1962, p.28
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Source: The Herald (Melbourne), December 1, 1962, p.48




1982 Aboriginal land rights protests: a challenge
to Australia’s policies and Its role as Games host

Source: The Courier-Mail (Brisbane), September 30,
1982, p.9

Source: The West Australian (Perth), October 5,1982, p.1

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, September 30, 1982, p.9




Aboriginal athlete Cathy Freeman:
the face ofl Australia at the 2000
Olympic Games

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, September 26, 2000, p.1

Source: The Australian, September 27, 2000, p.34



Comparison of the newspapers™ combined allocation of
general, international and Australian-related Games items

B General
B International
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Countries with the greatest amount of
coverage In Australia’'s newspapers

Games Top 5 Countries* Covered/Total Number of Items

1956 Olympics Australia USA USSR Hungary Great Denmark* Iceland*
Britain

* Denmark and Iceland did not rank in the top 10 countries covered in 1956 or 2000, but they are include




The “fallen athlete”

A recurring use of African, Caribbean
and South Asian athletes to illustrate
dramatic failure and ironic victory.

Source: The Age (Melbourne), November 28, 1956, p.14

Source: The West Australian (Perth), December 1, 1962, p.1 Source: The Courier Mail (Bri




The “antihero” and the
“disadvantaged”

Equatorial Guinean swimmer Eric
Moussambani’s story fit two criteria in
Australia’s unconventional reporting of
African, Caribbean and Seuth Asian athletes.

Source: Herald Sun (Melbourne), Septembe

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, September 21, 2000, p.23




The “exotic other”

The “exotic other” was a construct used in
Australia’s Games reports to signify
unfamiliar nations and cultures, therefore
creating a binary of “self” and “other”, or “us”
and “them™.

Source: The West Australian (Perth), Nove

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), November 30, 1956, p.1




The “entertainer”

Source: The Herald (Melbourne), Novenr:

Source: The West Australian (Perth), December 7, 1956, p.34




Mapping the “exotic other”

¢ In 2000 Australia’s newspapers
attempted to educate their
readers about “exotic” nations
participating in the Sydney
ics

Source: Herald Sun (Melbourne), September 28, 2000, p.20




The Games in Australia:
promoting a one-eyed nation or a
new multicultural nation?

Source: Sydney Morning Herald, October 2, 2000, p.10




